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him through this window in this door. 1 don t know how come I saw him, 
but I had a glimpse of him coming down there.! 

Dulles: Where was he coming from, do you know? 

[hiker: No, sir. All 1 seen of him was a glimpse of him go away from me. 
... He was walking away from me about 20. feet away from me in the 
lunchroom. .1 hollered at him at that lime and said. “Come here." He 
turned and walked right straight back to me. 

Bogus: Were you suspicious of this man 1 

linker No, sir; I wasn't. j (3H 250-251) 

Boggs: When you saw him, was he out of breath, did he appear to have 
; been running or what? 

\’ : Raker- It didn't appear that to me. He .mpearefi normal, you know. 

Boggs: Was he calm and collected? 

Baker: Yes, sir. He never did say a word or ! nothing In fact, he didn’t 
change his expression one bit. j (3H 252) 

Baker may have had more light to shed on his; encounter with Oswald and 
the other events of the day. His testimony was taken oil theyecord no less than 

five times. , — >- 

The impassive Oswald was seen next by Airs. RobertReidya clerical super- 
visor whose office was on the second floor of the Hook Depository. She had been 
watching the motorcade from the street. She testified on March 25, 1964 that 
when she heard the shots: j 

Mrs. Reid: . . . the thought that went through my mind, my goodness I 
must get out of this line of shots, they may fire some more. ... 1 ran into . 
the building. 1 do not recall seeing anyone in the lobby. 1 ran up to our 
office ... up the stairs . . . the front stairs. . . I went into the office. . . . 

I kept walking and I looked up and Oswald was coming in the back door 
of the office. 1 met him by the time 1 passed my desk several feet. ... 1 had 
,. no thoughts of anything of him having any connection with it at all be- 
lt cause he was very calm. He had gotten 'a coke and was holding it in his 
hands and I guess the reason it impressedme seeing him in there I thought 
it was a little strange that one of the warehouse boys would be up in the 
office at that time, not that he had done anything wrong. (3H 274 ) 

Belin: . . . Was there anything else you noticed about him? . . . Anything 
about the expression on his face? 

Mrs. Reid: No; just pajm. — (3H 278) 

, Dulles: Was he moving fast? 

' Mrs. Reid: No; because he was moving at a very dowjace. I never did see 
him moving fast at any time. [ItaliWaddetfJ (3H 279) 

We revert now toxVictoria Adam^ bearing in mind that if her story is ac- 
'■ curate it decisively i nvali dates tluTW arren Commission's hypothesis about Os- 
■ wald’s movements between 12:30 and 12:33 p.m. Miss Adams testified that she 
had watched the motorcade from an open window on the fourth floor (the third 
set of double windows from the 'southeast corner), in company with other 
employees in the Scott, Foresman Co. publishing office where she worked. After 
the last shot, she andAsaiidra Styles. immediately ran down the back St airs To the 
first floor, where she s'aWtOVbTady and Shelley standing near the elevator. 
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Belin: How long do you think it was between the time the shots were tired 
and the time vou left the window to start toward the stairway . 

Miss A dams: Between 15 and 30 seconds, estimated, approximately. 

Belin: How long do you think it took you to get from die window to the 
bottom of the stairs on the first Ifoor? 

Miss Adams: 1 would say no longer than a minute at the most. toll 392) 

It is true that the testimony given by Lovclady and Shelley on the same day 
as Victoria Adams. April 7, 1964. suggestTthat she is mistaken in her estimate 
of the time. Both men said that after the shooting they had gone together to the 
railroad "tracks and observed the searching of cars for about a minute and a half 
before returning to the Rook Depository by the rear door. Neither man remem- 
bered clearly whether or not he saw Victoria Adams on arrival. <BH 329-330, 
339-340) ' . — ... 

However, this testimony is not consistent with^affidavijs ^executed by the 
same two men on the day of the assassination for thef) alias police.Ctpyejady'|Sy 
affidavit (C/s 2003, p, 36) states that he heard shots and " after it was over we 
went back into the building and I took some police officers up to search the 
building." Nothing about railroad track s. | Italics added | 

T’SKefKyS Affidavit ICE 20037 p. 591 stated: 



“f heard wffiat sounded like three shots. ... 1 ran across the street to the 
corner of the park and ran into a girl crying and she said the President had 
been shot. . . . I went back to the building and went inside and called my 
wife and told her what happened. I was on the first floor and I stayed a( 
the elevator. . . [Italics added] 

Nothing abou t rai lroad tracks. 

Tn their original stories, then, both Lovelady and Shellev accounted lor 

their movements after the shooting in a manner that is completely consistent 
with Victoria Adams' testimony. 



Appraisal of the Known Facts f 

The Warren Commission spared neither pains nor runners in straining to make 
Oswald’s alleged actions fit within the strictly limited time availablevJTestjlwere 
conducted in which Baker ran his distance tw ice, a st and : jn for jQiwttld ran 
twice, and Mrs. Reid (gallant womanl) did her sprint no less than three times. 

■\mong those runners and alleged runners, only Victoria Adams was exempted 
trom re-enacting her dash from the fourth floor to the first so that her estimate 
of one minute could be tested by stop watch. Why was she left aside when the 
ests were run? Why was her companion, 'gandr a Styles^owho was in a position 
la confirm or contradict her testimony — not calleiTbefore the ( ommission and 

Questioned? ,. - s ii : 

' r Witnesses tovelaijy .and. Shelley,, salvaged the Commission's hypothesis' 
from the brink ofdisaster by giving testimony that seemed to discredit Victoria j; 

A !:>m.y' story. But the Commission had in its hands then affidavit? of November 
7-T- which supported her testimony. The affidavits were jver>i <4yd< .«Y«*viSVo>^r* 
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stil1 fresh - ls il conceivable that both men should have forgotten to mention the 
railroad yards at that time, and that both should have remembered in April — so 
providentially? 

If we are to believe w hat is credible instead of what is essential to the patch- 
work official the - ,, >m,M believe \ ictona. Adams’ test imony and the affi- 

|,d,i\ its , bhclic) . I he testimony of the latter two suggests the 

i!p..:"ih,,.iv ,a cgliustcot 3«d tw^repiesenlationl 

(-«t 05 1 c-iya-rnty, e -1, .ptsode dtst;.“xd m the Report, Oswald has 
"■■ ■■■ hr hailed bj ,. policeman with a gun in hand. 

' "!•*' ” ;Kt ' to 1 he olhe<|i. looking "calm and collected,” 
a bit startled’ by the} weapon pointed at him. But now 
1 • ’’ ' 1 t"--' 1 S°od lu ck to have hjs supervisor vouch for him arid to 

•'•’•en.ioumc then rush upstairs We is sale and free to escape from 



'• ,K >‘ ,m,mcm Oswald had merely to of urn n- the hack stairs, walk down 
u 1 hist Moor, and walk out the I'.is'k hi- I he longer he delayed, 

,h ‘ er= *v the danger that the building would he sealed oil by the poliee and he 
> 1 . •■■■ not >v petmitted to leave. He was alone and had no audience to impress 
•' "l. . pi ciense of relaxed innocence. The imperative was to slip downstairs and 
get as tar away as possible. : 

Instead ol using his advantage, Oswald apparently decided to use the most 
shstant and dangerous exit— the main door 'on Elm Street where police and 
spectators were plentiful. But he was in no hurry to get there. He first obtained 
a Coca-Cola from the dispensing machine, then ambled across the second floor 
at a very slow pace.” No one saw him again until he boarded a bus that was 
headed hack to the scene of the crime. For a murderer to return to the scene of 
the crime is, of course, in the best classical tradition, but isn’t a little time sup- 
posed to elapse before such a compulsion prevails? 

The Commission has speculated about Oswald's movements between the 
second floor, where he was seen by Mrs. Reid, and the bus, where he was seen 
by other witnesses. But no attempt was made to determine where Oswald left 
or whether it was still full when abandoned.' No inquiry 
was made among the police officers guarding the front door of the Book Deposi- 

/ litUtiK nf Oswald's purchase of a coke from the dispensing” machine on the second 
he sixih ri's ;f 7 T M m cv “* lhe assertion iha. he had^utfiefen nm to descend from 
the sixth. and encounter Truly and Officer Baker, and in assessing Oswald’s "escape ” 
the original simp out of Dallas was that Oswald had a hntile of ,- ( ,k f in h” han d when he 
was stopped hs Baker. Uo Sausage wrote in 

hfhbhand 1 T . r h°( ' hC ln " KI "V 8 h a d described Oswald as holding a Coca-Cola botrie 

in n is hand, and vhai that was one of the details announced by Chief of Police Jesse Currv 
on Saturday, November 23. The Warren Report, however, insists , hi, Cbwrlld had nmhing 
lai Wh m whc ," “?- ke 1 l , an , d Tru y saw hlm - ,WR n/l That is whet both Baker and Truly 
occasions' 1 hCy ,<Sllhed bcfore 1 he Commission. whatever the) may have s„,d on earlier 

f °.K , r , caso "- was ask,;d 10 provide: a further statement attesting to his 
ent owner with Oswald, only a few days before the Warren Report was released. In that 
rrtef handwritten statement of September 2 t, (964. Baker states that he entered the Book 
Depository to deteimme if the shots might have come from that building and that on the 
second Hoot be raw a man sianding in :lir lunchroom drinking a cuke." However, a line 
< ’ ’ v'tsh me phrase drinking 1 coke, ’ so as to dSTeie Tff ffieTfeietion being initialed 
• . • lhe very fact Bakct s.ad spontaneously that Oswald was drinking 

ilt ’ r deletror: Ss> -'‘It -evident significance of great persuasiveness. 



The Escape 
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tory after the shrioting to determine whether Oswald had been allowed to walk • 
out of the building (although one of the policemen testified that lie was in posi- 
tion within two tri three minutes and permitted no one to leave without authori- I 

zation ).(7H 543,) No examination was made of all films and phot ographs taken \ 

at the scene to see whether Oswald's departure was reeorded’bv a camera No i 

attempt was made to check Oswald’s story, after his arrest that a Secret Service i 

agent had stopped him in front of the Book Depository to ask where the nearest I 

telephone was located.” 

it is curious.} in fact, that Captain Fritz and the other interrogators never 
even asked Oswajd which exit he had used or whether a policeman had been ’■ 

stationed at the dtpor, and if so, whether he had tried to prevent him from leav- 
ing or had checked his credentials. The authorities who questioned Oswald 
should have been eager to learn how he had managed to leave a building which 
had been sealed b|y the police, perhaps within three minutes after the shooting 
and whether his safe departure had been facilitated by an accomplice or merely 
by carelessness. The reports on the interrogation of Oswald <WR Appendix XI) 
reflect no attempt to obtain such information from him. Indeed, ’the reports do 
not indicate that Oswald was ever asked whether he had accomplices and who 
they were. i. 

Despite the remarkable defects of the investigation at all stages, we still ; 
have clear knowledge of Oswald’s whereabouts immediately after the shooting ? 

and after his encounter with Baker and Truly. The three witnesses who saw him \ 
in the Book Depository testified to his normal demeanor and unhurried pace \ 
Clearly, Oswald’s .known actions and reactions seem wholly consistent with I' f 

innocence, but would seem preposterous if he were guilty. M | 

i. t 

;i v ’ l 
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Before the Warren Report 

District Attorney Henry Wade held a press conference on Sunday night after 

- Oswald was murdered, ofVfifch it has beem said that he was not guilty of a single 
iccuracy. Wade asserted that Oswald had hoarded a bus" after leaving the Book 

WFAA-TV (Dallas) newsman, was within a few feet of the President 

- S t vsltvpf' as ac J-°rri ,n S to a B.B.C. radio broadcast. Allman telephoned the news to 
i ission hn/Tlbn* B , 01 m ,^ ep .? s,,or y ' ele .P h °™. He was not questioned by the Warren Com- 
"Kston but Allman told the Secret Service (CD 354 National Archives) that he was directed 

• llman°sayv n that fhTinddem'o ' ^ and for. a.Secret Service agent, vi 

iii.ian says mat the incident occurred just as Oswald described it, and that ii must hivn \\ 

urUpWa. The incident is noteworthy not oriliTKcausc 
1 woborates Oswald’s story, wWh the Commission did not trouble to Tnve«iaate hrn 
'l l 'nmmk U * 8e,S,S thi>1 0!,wa d lu ;8ered at the butUhng— -an action hardlv compatible with 
Commissions reconstruction of his movements or with "escape.” ’ 

■u! ., a K P , KSS r, C0, ! ferenCe f'idoy night in police headquarters the news that Oswald had 
.-n a bus after leaving the Book Depository provoked tin incredulous repottei to ask if 
; wa^the first time that the Dallas Public Transport system was uled as a ^.way or.” 

■ i • 




